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OID BAPTIST CHURCH 3-

Naperville, D Pege County, Illinois

Owner:

Date of &recticon: 1844

Aychitect: Unknown.
Apc.-Lobl

Builder: Unknown.

Present Condition: Fair., A bay on the front was added over which
was added a belfry and steeple. NMoved in 1885.
Interior fittings rip.ed out and now used as a
warehouse,

Number of ~torises: {ne.

 Materisles of Construction: iood.

Other Exisling Hecords: Fhotographs. Plat of church drawn by
Ve W .VanUsdel.

Additional Date: (gee following pages).
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This oommunity was founded by Capt.
Joseph Naper in the winter of 1831, and
the town was 1lsid out in 1835. By 1843,
through the instrumentality of the Rev.
Mr. Morgen Edwerds, the Baptist Church
was orgenized with nine members. Steps

were immediately taken to build a church,

The building was commenced immediately,
on land donated by two of the members,
Some difficulty arose and one of the dis-
santing donors of the land blocked the
construction and forhed removal of the
structure. This move was circumvented
by a group of prominent citizens who re-
moved the building in the night. The
building was located on Chicago Avenue,
as shown on bird's eye view of the tfown
published in 1869,

By the early part of 1844 the build-
ing was so far along that it was used by
Baptist and Congregational Societies on
alternate Sundays. In 1847 an asddition
was made which added another bay on the
front, over which was added a belfry and
steeple. Sometime in the 1850's the con-
gregation split after the introduction of

Spiritualism. The extent of disintegration

may be indiceted in the faet thet not only
did the c¢hurch decay, obut the congréation
passed out of existence. Services were
held at irregular intervals until 1879
when the church was finally closed.

The last trace of feeling for this
building is motioced in an observation
of 1883 that "The Baptist Chureh is repid-
1y passing into & heap of ruins. It is
a pity to have so good a building
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wrecked. It ought to be »ut to some
good use, be it ever so far from what
it was originally intended."

In 1884 the church bell from which
the inscription has been traced "Andrew
Meneely, West Troy, N.Y. 1846", was
placed on the Reuss Building and used

" there as a fire bell, The bell is now

locatsd on top of the Fire Department
Building.

The building was finally moved in
1884 or 1885 to its present location.
The interior fittings were rippred out
and it was used as a blacksmith shop, as
shown in a painting made in the 1890's
and now hanging in the Seville Restuarant

- in Naperville. After that 1t was ussd as

a Carriage Repository and is now called,
or may be referre% to as Geelteh's Vare
House, in which sze stored farm machinery
Wt I for sale.

The disposition of the interior is
uncertain. The location of the pews can
be gathered from the traces left on the
gides of the building, the profile indicates
thet they were slip and not box pews.

Mrs. Harriet Alspaugh, one of the
oldest residents, and s former teacher
in the school which was held in ths base-
ment, has given us & plat of the church,
drawn by W.C.VanOsdel, which shows the
sealting arrangement.

Mr. Lewis Rlich states that there was
a baptismal fountain in fromt of the pulpit
wvhich was covered. The c¢eiling was "orna-
mented gnd frescoed around". The entrance
to the basement was probably made through
a door at the back. There was a small
balecony, the disposition of which 1s un-
certain. . R
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